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Art1st books are a carefully curated introduction to India’s diverse contemporary, 
modern and indigenous art. Children become familiar with Indian artists, their 
inspirations, and the events that influenced their lives. Our books’ visual narrative is 
founded on thorough research that is translated into storytelling and interactive 
engagements within the pages. Each book inspires children to create like an artist, 
equipping them with the tools and means to an artist’s way of life. Art1st aims to build 
cultural knowledge and demystify Indian art and its rich legacy, through its different 
series that ignite creative thinking and conversations.

Art1st is shortlisted for The BOP – Bologna Prize for the  
Best Children’s Publishers of the Year 2024. 

It is an annual award aimed at rewarding publishing houses 
that have distinguished themselves most for the creative 
character and quality of editorial choices over the past year. 

The award is organized by Bologna Children’s Book Fair and  
AIE – Italian Publishers Association in collaboration with  
IPA – International Publishers Association.

Art1st Books

We have four series that introduce children to  
Indian artists using different approaches. 
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Illustrated by Rupal Vaidya

ART EXPLORATIONS

Rs 650/-Category: Art

www.art1st.co.in
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ilight D
ream

sOne tragedy after another 
befalls young Ganesh. 
He locks up all the sadness
inside his mind in the 
form of images and dreams…

Research supported by

Read about the life of the extraordinary artist Ganesh Pyne

Explore Pyne's art

Create your own in the Art Exploration Series.
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Twilight 
Dreams

explorationart
Written by Vaishali Shroff

Illustrated by Priya Kuriyan
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1The Art and Games Series includes theme-based books 
which introduce children to the works of Indian artists 
from the Mughal era till contemporary times. They are 
encouraged to develop a visual understanding of their 
culture and environment, including people, 
neighbourhood and workplaces. Age-old games have been 
imaginatively adapted to make children seek alternative 
creative avenues.

Art and Games
Age Group: 6-8 years



2The Art Exploration series familiarizes children with distinguished 
artists, their inspirations and events that influenced their styles as 

well as modern and contemporary art. This series fits in with the 
larger mission and vision of Art1st to fuel creative transformative 

thinking in young readers. 

Art Exploration
Age Group: 8-11 years

Rs 650/-Category: Art

www.art1st.co.in
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3This series serves as a sandbox for young learners  
to look at a variety of subjects like History,  

Mathematics, Language, Geography, Activism through 
works of Indian art. 

Arts Integrated
Age Group: 8-11 years

integratedarts



4The Eye Spy Series is an introduction to India’s rich art 
heritage. The Eye Spy books impart important cultural 
knowledge to children, in a thought-provoking and an 

interactive manner. The vast collection of art presented  
in the series is a solid introduction to India’s rich  

visual legacy.

Eye Spy
Age Group: 13+ years

eye spy indigenous art

Likla
Rohina & Shambhavi





People and Places introduces children to the works of Indian 
artists from the Mughal era up to contemporary times. They 
are encouraged to develop a visual understanding of their 
culture and environment, including people, neighbourhood 
and workplaces. Games such as Spot the Difference, Sort & 
Order, Search & Spell, have been imaginatively adapted to 
make children seek alternative avenues of creativity. The book 
takes an interdisciplinary approach to enhance visual literacy 
and cognitive skills in early learners. 

People & Places
Art and Games Series

Authors: Gopa Trivedi, Ritu Khoda, Meera Kurien
Designer: Anuj Malhotra
ISBN: 978-81-942109-1-7
Edition: Second, May 2018
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 69 Pages
Book Size: 29.2 x 24.1 x 0.8 cms
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity





Magical World of the Wild is a theme-based book which 
introduces children to miniature, folk, modern and 
contemporary Indian art. It encourages them to observe and 
explore the world of animals through compelling artworks by 
well-known artists. Games such as Spot the Difference,  
Let’s Count, Join the Dots have been imaginatively adapted to 
make children seek alternative creative avenues. The book 
takes an interdisciplinary approach to enhance visual literacy 
and cognitive skills in young readers.

Magical World of the Wild

Authors: Gopa Trivedi, Ritu Khoda, Meera Kurien
Designer: Anuj Malhotra
ISBN: 978-81-942109-2-4
Edition: September 2020
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 52 Pages
Book Size: 23 x 19 x 0.5 cms
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art and Games Series





A furious storm rips across Calcutta, bringing thunder and rain!  
At #5 Jorasanko, the floorboards creak and the windows rattle. 
The lightning turns shadows into monsters.

Young Abanindranath pulls his razai close and shivers. 
What would you do if you grew up in a house bigger than the world?  
How would you know if the house is a friend or a foe?

Find out about the life of celebrated artist Abanindranath Tagore  
and his childhood home in the Art Exploration Series.

Abanindranath’s House of Stories
Art Exploration Series

Parag Honour List
Publishing Next Runner up: 
Book Cover of the Year 
Children’s Books (2023)

Recognition

Author: Likla Lall
Illustrator: Eva Sánchez Gómez
Designer: Rohina Thapar
ISBN: 978-81-952980-3-7
Edition: March 2022
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 72 Pages
Book Size: 30.5 x 20.5 x 0.75 cms
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity
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Meera always knew she wanted to be an artist. 

Art follows her everywhere. 

But something is missing from her art ...

Find out about the life of celebrated sculptor Meera Mukherjee 
and her artistic journey in the Art Exploration Series.

Meera Mukherjee: Breaking Moulds

Author: Vaishali Shroff
Illustrator: Shivam Choudhary
Designer: Bhavana
ISBN: 978-81-952980-0-6
Edition: February 2023
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 84 pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 0.75 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art Exploration Series

Shortlisted: 
Binod Kanoria 
awards (2023), 
Middle Grade

Publishing Next Runner up: 
Printed Book of the 
Year-Art, Illustration and 
Photography (2023)

Selected for  
the prestigious 
White Ravens 
(2023)

Shortlisted:  Neev 
Book Award (2024)

Recognition





Young Jamini filled his eyes, his nose, his mouth with the 
fragrance of the land he grew. 

The colours and the lines swirled outside of him and whirled 
inside of him. He drew to make sense of an ever changing 
world. Stop, said people in the family. But Jamini always knew 
what he wanted to do. 

Jamini Roy’s Unbroken Lines

Author: Vinitha
Illustrator: Tanvi
Designer: Shambhavi Thakur
ISBN: 978-81-942109-3-1
Date of Publication: April 2023
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 48 pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 0.75 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art Exploration Series

Parag Honour List 
(2024)

Shortlisted for Publishing Next : 
Printed Book of the Year- 
Children’s Book Ages 8+ (2024)

Recognition



WRITTEN BY Vinitha
ILLUSTRATED BY Tanvi

DESIGNED BY Shambhavi

How does it know where to go?

Seven-year-old Jamini stood on his toes to  
block its way. Jamini watched as the ant fell.  
Unbothered, the little fellow started up again.

Jamini smiled. His ant was scurrying past  
some other ants and moving up, up, up.

Someone said, “Be stricter with 
him. He is drawing all the time.”

Jamini loved drawing from the stories he  
had heard from his childhood. He drew  
from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.  
He drew Christ and Krishna.

33
34

He ran past his Baba and Dadu and  
all the Kakas finishing up breakfast.
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One tragedy after another befalls Ganesh. He locks up all the sadness 
inside his mind in the form of images and dreams...

Read about the life of the extraordinary artist Ganesh Pyne.  
Explore Pyne’s art. Create your own in the Art Exploration Series.

Ganesh Pyne’s Twilight Dreams

Author: Vaishali Shroff
Illustrator: Priya Kuriyan
Designer: Rohina Thapar
ISBN: 978-81-952980-1-3
Date of Publication: April 2024
Language: English
No. of Pages: 60 Pages
Book Size: 22.86 x 22.86 cms
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art Exploration Series

Publishing Next Runner up: 
Printed Book of the Year- 
Children’s Book Ages 8+ (2024)

Recognition

Special Mention: 
AutHER Awards (2025)

Parag Honor 
List 2025



I have always loved evenings.  
Something about twilight fascinated me.

Evenings in the veranda of our  
Calcutta home were special.

It was where eager kids huddled  
around my Thakurma as  
she told us fantastic stories.

Her stories led us to imagine 
worlds we had never known.

Long, ghostly shadows  
lurked on the peeling plaster  
of the walls. 

I’d sit in our veranda,  
lost in Thakurma’s shadow,  
absorbing her stories like a black hole.

Then one day, things changed.

I was nine when it happened.

There was blood everywhere.  
The streets, which were my home,  
were full of bodies.

It was the first time I  saw  
so many vultures—perched everywhere 
—on rooftops, on walls, on the streets.



In the solitude of a cold winter, a young Ram Kumar’s mind travels in 
many directions. He draws and writes as he follows the lines of his pen. 
He listens intently to the songs of musicians.

But what will Ram Kumar grow up to be?

Ram Kumar: Between the Lines reflects on the journey of an artist  
who travelled the many paths of self-expression, through the eye of a 
filmmaker. Unfolding the layers of Ram Kumar’s often silent and abstract 
form of expressionism, this book urges children to follow the impulses of 
creativity wherever that may lead them.

Ram Kumar: Between the Lines

Author: Amit Dutta
Illustrator: Taposhi Ghoshal
Designer: Pratyush Gupta
ISBN: 978-81-952980-6-8
Date of Publication: December 2024
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 32 pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 0.75 cms
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art Exploration Series

Longlisted for Young Adult Literature, 
Valley of Words (2026)

Recognition





Have you ever had a wound you couldn’t look away from? 
Did you become obsessed with its ever-changing colours?
Did the constant itch take over your mind?

Somnath Hore carried an itch like this. 
He saw the wounds of the world, and they moved him.
This is the story of how these wounds became the heart of his art.

Find out about the life of celebrated artist Somnath Hore in the  
Art Exploration Series. 

Somnath Hore: Wounds

Author: Likla Lall
Illustrator: Kripa Bhatia
Designer: Shambhavi Thakur
ISBN: 978-81-952980-2-0
Edition: August 2021
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 72 Pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 0.75 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

IPPY Outstanding Book 
Arts Craftsmanship

Recognition

Art Exploration Series

Shortlisted: Neev 
Book Award (2022)





Ambadas’s 
Dancing Brush

Khoda & Pai
Illustrated by Rupal Vaidya

ART EXPLORATIONS Ambadas Khobragade felt utterly free while doodling and painting. His 
Dancing Brush made time and space, sky and earth quiver with 
movement. He was like a mystic in a trance when he played with colours 
on the canvas. Come, immerse yourself in Ambadas’s vibrant art. Let his 
story remind you that some childhood memories remain with you as 
powerful sources of inspiration. 

Ambadas’ Dancing Brush

Authors: Khoda & Pai
Illustrator: Rupal Vaidya
ISBN: 978-81-9328-783-5
Edition: September 2018
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 58 Pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 0.75 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Finalist Best Picture  
Book: �Illustration 
(2018)

Recognition

Art Exploration Series





Young Raza started searching for deeper meanings within the Bindu and 
saw it more than just a Dot. It lingered with him till he started giving 
creative expression, using Bindu as the focal point. 

This book delves into the works of famous Indian artist S.H. Raza and 
takes children on a fantastic visual journey. It directs them to demystify 
the Bindu and introspect on its meaning and significance. 

Raza’s world of Bindu - as Universe, Sun, Panchtatva and more - unfolds 
through brilliant illustrations and a stirring narrative. 

Raza’s Bindu

Authors: Khoda & Pai
Illustrator: Kundan Shanbhag
ISBN: 978-81-932878-0-4
Edition: Second, February 2016
Langauge: English
Page extent: Paperback, 56 pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 0.75 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Finalist� Printed Children’s 
Book of the Year �(2015)

Recognition

Art Exploration Series





In 1950, a young boy was forced to flee his home.

In 1964, a young artist returned to a new home in a new country

In 2025, Ganesh Haloi looks back at the colours of the places he 
called home.

Find out more about the life of acclaimed artist Ganesh Haloi in 
the Art Exploration Series.

Ganesh Haloi: Colour of Home

Author: Likla Lall
Illustrator: Eva Sánchez Gómez
Designer: Rohina Thapar
ISBN: 978-81-952980-7-5 
Edition: May 2025
Language: English
Page extent: Soft bound, 78 Pages
Book Size: 22.8 x 22.8 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art Exploration Series

Recognition

BRAW Amazing 
Bookshelf (2026)

IPPY Outstanding Book 
of the Year (2026)

Winner: AutHer Best Children’s 
Author Award (2026) 
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In this book, you will find pages.

And in these pages, you will see paintings.

And in the paintings, you will discover verbs.

And the verbs tell the story of a day,

from sunrise to sunset, and beyond. 

Art is a Verb

Author: Likla Lall
Designer: Rohina Thapar
ISBN: 978-81-942109-0-0
Edition: September 2019
Language: English
Page extent: Hardbound, 60 Pages
Book Size: 24.1 x 24.1 x 1.9 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

IPPY Bronze 
Children’s 
Interactive 
Books (2020)

Finalist, Peek A 
Book �Children’s 
Choice Awards 
(Ages 7-9) (2019)

Recognition

•  B R O N Z E  •

Reco
gn

iz
in

g E
xc

ell
ence In Independent Publishing

•  B R O N Z E  •

Arts Integrated Series





integratedarts

Can art be a tool for dissent?

If art is used by the powerful for  exploitation, can it also be used for protest and resistance?

Artist and illustrator Kripa couples eleven verses with vivid illustrations, interspersed with the 
works of eleven contemporary Indian artists.

Art is a Voice introduces readers to activism through art, and urges us all to care, connect and 
contribute.

Art is a Voice

Author & Illustrator: Kripa
Designer: Rohina Thapar
ISBN: 978-81-942109-4-8
Edition: April 2024
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 32 Pages
Book Size: 21.8 x 29.2 x 0.75 cms
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Art Integrated Series

Shortlisted: Printed Book 
of the Year- Art, 
Illustration and 
Photography (2024)

Runner up: Cover of the Year, 
English (2024)

Winner: Sustainability: 
17 Goals for a Better Future 
[Special Category] (2025)

Recognition

Winner:  
AutHER Awards Best 
Children’s Author (2025)

Winner:  
Valley of Words Book Awards, 
Young Adult Literature (2025)

IPPY Gold Medalist 
for Independent 
Voice (2025)

Selected for the 
Prestigious White 
Ravens (2025)

Parag Honor 
List 2025





Recognition

The book introduces young readers to Indian modern art in a fun and 
engaging manner. This enriching activity-led book traces the 
development of modern art history from Pre-independence and unfolds 
in eight sections that feature prominent artists or styles under the 
various art movements.

Eye Spy Indian Art

Authors: Khoda & Pai
Designer: Ishan Khosla Design
ISBN: 978-93-84375-17-1
Edition: May 2016
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 138 Pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 1.5cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Complete 
Books Design 
(2016)

Runner-Up, 
Children’s 
Printed Book of  
the Year (2016)

Innovative 
Print Product 
of the Year 
(2016)

Best  
Author  
(2017)

Eye Spy Series





eye spy indigenous art

Likla
Rohina & Shambhavi

Step into the vibrant and varied world of India’s folk and tribal art forms. 
This book includes an introduction to eight distinct painted traditions, 
works by some of their greatest artists, stories re-told from their folklore, 
and projects that make you contemplate and research.

Eye Spy Indigenous Art

Author: Likla Lall
Designers: Rohina Thapar and Shambhavi Thakur
ISBN: 978-93-9121-862-1
Edition: March 2023
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 154 Pages
Book Size: 23 x 23 x 1.5cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity

Eye Spy Series

Blue Elephant Award in 
Design for Books - 
Children and Young 
Adult’ (2023)

Recognition





This is a book about art.

Art and poetry are valuable ways to understand the complicated world we 
live in and to explore complex questions about home and belonging. Art 
encourages us to look inside ourselves and at the world around us. Art can 
pose questions and also reveal answers. The art project this book is based 
on began with some questions and a desire to find answers together.

Hum Hindustani invites you to open doors, enable reflection and imagine 
possibilities.

Hum Hindustani

Author: Samina Mishra
Designers: Shikhant Sablania
ISBN: 978-81-952980-5-1
Edition: April 2025
Language: English
Page extent: Paperback, 60 Pages
Book Size: 22.8 x 22.8 cm
Category: Non-Fiction/Art/Activity





For rights enquiries,  
write to art1stbooks@art1st.co.in

Contact Us

Rs 650/-Category: Art

www.art1st.co.in
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Art1st, based in India, advocates the importance of visual art education as a core 
discipline in public and private schools, museum education, and community-based 
settings. We are an incubator of young minds to enable them to become innovators 
and thought leaders of tomorrow, through our various programmes aimed at visual 
literacy, creative and critical thinking. 

www.art1st.co.in

art1stbooks@art1st.co.in

Visit our website to know more: Follow us for updates:
@art1stindia

    For rights enquiries, write to


